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ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENTACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT  

Our campuses this week 

are taking time to 

recognize the efforts and 

achievements of our 

students in the 

classroom. This is just the 

beginning, however, and 

we look forward to 

welcoming our parents 

to our schools in the 

future, as they share 

precious moments with 

our students during their 

well-earned time in the 

spotlight. 
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Our Elgin High School Art and NHS students earned volunteer 
hours with a booth at Hogeye Festival last weekend. 

The students did face-paintings, hair colorings, and led a 
community art project that will be on display at the 
Administration Building later this year.

Nominations for the Elgin ISD Gifted and Talented 
Program will be accepted from Oct. 24 to Nov. 4.

Gifted children are often defined by certain 
characteristics. For example, they may show a 
consistent need to understand more about the 
world around them, maintain a knack for
innovation, or display an ability to learn quickly.

EHS student-athlete Courtney Shepard advanced 
to the UIL Region III Cross Country Championships 
in Huntsville after a top 10 finish at the UIL District 
23-5A meet in Pflugerville on Oct. 14.

Courtney, a junior, finished 82nd at regionals, out of 
more than 170 competitors. 

Hogeye Festival
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In Elgin ISD, we believe our current state accountability system 
cannot and does not fully measure the capabilities of every 
student or qualities of every school. We must promote a system 
of student readiness that extends beyond standardized testing, 
focused on preparing a diverse array of children to live healthy 
and productive lives. Schools must exist to benefit every child 
that enters our doors, with its leaders creating a system 
focused on success as well as a customer-focused basis, 
functional transparency and societal responsibility.

To this end, we will be starting our work in our Strategic Design 
planning process. Among the steps in the process will be 
Community Advisory Council meetings, to include community 
leaders and stakeholders as well as district administrators and 
board members. The council will be tasked with setting goals 
aligned with Community-Based Accountability, as well as 
incorporating staff, community and student voice to refine and 
affirm our vision, mission and district beliefs.

We look forward to a Nov. 8 Community Advisory Council 
gathering that will be key in this exciting process.
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Students join in Hogeye festivities

EHS student-athlete qualifies 
for regional event

GT nomination window opens

Regional Cross Country

CON T I NU E D

Superintendent's Message: 
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Students in grades 1-12 are eligible for the GT Program. For 
more information on Elgin ISD Gifted and Talented, please 
contact your student’s teacher or your campus GT 
coordinator.

CON T I NU E D

EHS Football

Your Elgin High School Wildcats varsity football program locked 
up a playoff spot last week, with a 17-14 victory over 
Pflugerville. The team finishes out district play at home against 
Rouse on Nov. 4. 

Our congratulations to Coach Clawson, his staff, our varsity 
student-athletes and to all our Wildcat fans for their 
immeasurable support, as we’ve been privileged to witness the 
team's dramatic turnaround from a winless season. We look 
forward to watching this team as they now focus on bigger 
goals ahead. #OTOTOF

Our Elgin Education Foundation hosted its Top 
Golf fundraiser on Oct. 13 in Austin. Campuses 
assisted in raising more than $900 in sales of 
gift baskets they created, and the event brought 
in more than $46,400 total. The event included 
Top Golf driving range competition, a raffle and 
silent auction.

The EEF will provide funds to facilitate student 
achievement and skill development and 
recognize and encourage staff excellence. EEF is 
currently collecting teacher grant submissions 
that will go towards benefiting our campuses 
and staff.
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Wildcats secure playoff berth
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Nonprofits Communities in Schools and the Half 
Helen Foundation earlier this year provided free 
vision exams to Elgin ISD students who failed last
year's vision screener. 

Last week, they returned to present the students 
with their free glasses.

Our thanks to Communities in Schools and Half 
Helen for their generous commitment to our 
students. 
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Students receive free glasses

free glasses

Foundation raises funds in 
Top Golf event

Top Golf fundraiser
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Leadership presentation

Elgin ISD celebrated World Teachers’ Day (Oct. 
5) and Texas Education HR Day (Oct. 12) this 
month, while October was proclaimed National 
Principals Month. We hope you had a chance to 
recognize our teachers, principals and human 
resources professionals, or will get an 
opportunity to do so before the end of the 
month. 
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Your school leaders and staff are ready to help. 
You are not alone. We understand the challenges. 
We are in partnership with you. Communicate with 
us so we can help serve you better. 

Recognitions this month

EHS student-athlete Devin Shelby presented at the Oct. 25 
District Leadership Team, with his parents in attendance. Devin 
discussed obstacles he’s overcome in life and those who have
helped him along the way, including Principal Rick Reyes and 
Head Coach Heath Clawson. 

Student presents before district 
leadership group

Elgin Early College High School students can earn up to 60 
college credits and their associate degree at no cost before 
graduating high school. Anyone interested in learning more about 
ECHS and P-TECH programs are invited to attend a scheduled 
Open House on Wednesday, Nov. 2 from 6-7:30 p.m. in the Elgin 
Middle School cafeteria. 

Find more information about the Elgin Early College High School 
online at www.elginisd.net/Domain/2960 .

ECHS Open House on Nov. 2

There are many reasons beyond academics for your child to 
participate in school, like opportunities to try sports, musical 
groups, art, theater or academic clubs. Students often discover 
their passions while in school. On their own, these extracurricular 
activities are expensive and more difficult to experience beyond 
the high school years. Encourage your child to attend, commit, 
engage, and find their joy.  

Attendance matters as early as pre-kindergarten. Children who 
miss too many days in the early years may have trouble with 
reading by the end of third grade. Skipping even one day can get 
you behind.

CON T I NU E D

On the importance of attendance Dates ahead:
Our varsity football Wildcats finish out their 
district slate on Nov. 4 at home against Rouse. 
Game time is 7 p.m. 

The Wildcats have advanced to the playoffs and 
are expected to find out their first-round 
opponent next week. 

Elgin ISD schools and facilities will be closed Nov. 
11 for Veterans Day. Campuses will be honoring 
military veterans in the days leading up to the 
holiday. 

EISD principals

https://www.elginisd.net/Domain/2960


EIS Band is working to prepare for its first 
Beginning Band Concert on Dec. 14.

EMS Band enjoyed supporting their EMS football 
team this week as well as playing in pep rallies. 
The students loved combining with the EHS 
Wildcat Band for combined night on Oct. 14. They 
have two students auditioning for the All-Region 
Band this Saturday and an upcoming concert at 
EMS on Dec. 13.

The Purple Diamonds have enjoyed performing exciting routines 
at the football games and pep rallies and are gearing up for their 
upcoming competitive season by learning all new dances. They 
enjoyed hosting the "Mini-Diamonds" at the Oct. 14 varsity 
football game.

EHS Choir and Theatre are working together to produce “The 
Wizard of Oz.” Performances will take place Nov. 18-20 at Elgin 
High School.

Visual Arts students have been making amazing creations all 
month. Be sure to check out the soon-to-be-released Fine Arts 
Flash newsletter for pictures of their creations. 

The Wildcat Band earned an "excellent" rating at UIL. Students 
are now working on their All-Region music and preparing for their 
Winter Concert on Dec. 17.

Mini Diamonds Dance Clinic
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The district will also be closed Nov. 21-25 for Thanksgiving 
break. Classes resume at their regular times on Nov. 28. The 
next school board meeting will take place on Nov. 28. 

Basketball season begins next week as our Elgin Lady Cats face 
Navarro in a scrimmage on Nov. 1. Boys Basketball begins its 
season Nov. 5 at home.  

CON T I NU E D

From Fine Arts:

EHS Band

EMS and EHS Dance departments are working 
hard to prepare for their Winter Dance Show on 
Wednesday, Dec. 7.

Many of our elementary and intermediate school 
students will be participating in the Dia de los 
Muertos Parade sponsored by the City of Elgin on 
Nov. 1.

Our elementary school music classes will be 
performing at Veterans Memorial Park on Friday, 
Dec. 2 as the City of Elgin kicks off its annual 
Holiday celebrations.

Elgin’s H-E-B hosted EHS art students in a 
National Hispanic Heritage Month art exhibit at 
the HEB-Elgin store on Sept. 25.

Seven students from the EHS choir made the All- 
District Choir, 4 made All-Region and two others 
advanced to Pre-Area competition.

School board meets
Our Elgin ISD School Board met Monday, Oct. 24 at the district 
Administration Auditorium. The board voted to approve the 
schematic design of the EISD Multi-Purpose Facility, and voted 
against moving forward on the Chapter 313 application of 
Dogwood Creek Solar. 

Hispanic Heritage Month art


